
July 23, 2018 

Dear Incoming Student Veteran, 

On behalf of the Office of Military and Veteran Services, welcome to Washington University! WashU 
highly values the experiences and strengths that student veterans bring to campus and we are committed 
to ensuring your success. Our office is here to support your transition into WashU, provide and connect 
you with programs and services, and partner across campus and in the community.  

You are about to embark on a high-quality academic experience where you can build on your life 
experiences, develop your desired skillsets and define your path to achieve your educational, personal 
and professional goals. As a member of the WashU community, you will be uniquely positioned to 
connect with world-class faculty members in your desired discipline, staff members who will go above 
and beyond to support your success, other student veterans who will provide ongoing peer networking 
and support, and students from across the university. I encourage you to take full advantage of the 
endless opportunities that being at WashU affords. 

As a WashU alumna and former student veteran, I can attest to these opportunities firsthand. During my 
academic journey, I had support from fellow students, both veterans and non-veterans, as well as support 
from amazing faculty and staff members. You will be empowered to put your passions into action 
during your time at WashU, and we encourage you to do so. 

Veteran Orientation: Save the date for the Incoming Student Veterans Orientation: Friday, August 17, 
2018. This will be an opportunity to receive veteran-specific information in addition to your respective 
school’s orientation. You will also be able to connect with other student veterans and key campus and 
community resources. Please visit https://veterans.wustl.edu/fall-2018-military-and-veteran-orientation-
events/ for additional details and to RSVP. 

VA Educational Benefits: If you intend to use Veterans Affairs (VA) educational benefits, your 
Certifying Official will be Eileen Radomski in the University Registrar’s Office, (314) 935-5959 or 
eileen_radomski@wustl.edu. Your first step will be to apply for benefits at 
https://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/apply.asp. Once the VA approves your benefits, you will receive a 
Certificate of Eligibility (COE) that you will provide to Eileen, along with your DD214. She will 
provide you with forms to complete and will certify your benefits once you register for classes and 
submit your forms. Certification occurs each semester, so I recommend contacting her once you receive 
your COE and as soon as you register each semester. Information about VA benefits is available at 
https://veterans.wustl.edu/students/va-educational-benefits/. (NOTE: for Olin and University College 
students, you will work with Kyle Cronan [Olin; cronan@wustl.edu] or Emily Battas [University 
College; ebattas@wustl.edu] since they will coordinate with Eileen Radomski on your behalf). 

If you intend to use Post-9/11 GI Bill Yellow Ribbon benefits, undergraduate students should contact 
Student Financial Services at (888) 547-6670 or financial@wustl.edu. Graduate/professional students 
should contact their school’s financial aid representative: 
https://sfs.wustl.edu/newlyadmitted/Pages/Graduate-Students.aspx. Yellow Ribbon is administered on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. Our Yellow Ribbon offerings are listed at 
https://veterans.wustl.edu/students/va-educational-benefits/. 

Students using Vocational Rehabilitation should contact Armon Phillips in Student Accounting at (314) 
935-3627 or armon@wustl.edu.
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Veteran Scholarships and Fellowships: In addition to VA educational benefits, there are other 
opportunities to fund your education, to include scholarships and fellowships specifically designed for 
student veterans and other military-connected students. Additional information is available at 
https://veterans.wustl.edu/resources (note that the information on this site is not all-inclusive). 
 
Student Veteran Life: It’s a good time to be a veteran at WashU. The WashU Student Veterans 
Association (WUVets) was awarded 2017 Chapter of the Year by Student Veterans of America and the 
Olin Business School and the Law School also have active student veteran associations that support 
students within those disciplines. Among the events held each year, our Veterans Day celebrations stand 
out, with keynote speakers including former VA Secretary Bob McDonald, U.S. Senator Tammy 
Duckworth and U.S. Senator Claire McCaskill. These events provide an opportunity to network at the 
highest levels while highlighting veterans’ positive contributions across our community. Learn more 
about student veteran life at https://veterans.wustl.edu/students/student-veteran-associations/.  
 
Student Veterans of America (SVA): SVA is a premiere veteran service organization that provides 
student veterans with the resources, support and advocacy to succeed in higher education and following 
graduation. You can become a member by registering at http://studentveterans.org. SVA has 
partnerships with many top companies and organizations and offers ongoing scholarship and 
professional development opportunities throughout the year. SVA’s National Conference held each 
January is the largest gathering of student veterans in the country; it’s a worthwhile experience and I 
highly encourage you to attend. 
 
We look forward to your arrival. Feel free to contact our office at (314) 935-2609 or 
veterans@wustl.edu with any questions you may have. Again, welcome to the WashU community! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jennifer Goetz      
Veteran Student Services Advisor    
 
 
Jesse Herman 
Veteran Student Services Intern 


